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Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Hong Kong-United States
Agreement on the Transfer of
Sentenced Persons

May 5, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Agreement Between the
Government of the United States and the
Government of Hong Kong for the Transfer
of Sentenced Persons signed at Hong Kong
on April 15, 1997. I transmit also, for the
information of the Senate, the report of the
Department of State with respect to this
Agreement.

At present, transfers of sentenced persons
between the United States and Hong Kong
(in either direction) are conducted pursuant
to the 1983 multilateral Council of Europe
Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced
Persons, which is in force for both the United
States and the United Kingdom, and which
the latter has extended to Hong Kong. Effec-
tive July 1, 1997, however, when Hong Kong
reverts to the sovereignty of the People’s Re-
public of China, the Council of Europe Con-
vention will no longer provide a basis for such
transfers.

The agreement signed on April 15, 1997,
will provide a basis for such transfers to con-
tinue after Hong Kong’s reversion. The
agreement is modeled after both the Council
of Europe Convention and other bilateral
prisoner transfer treaties to which the United
States is a party. It would establish essentially
the same procedures as are now followed
with respect to transfers of prisoners be-
tween the United States and Hong Kong, and
would continue the requirement that all
transfers be consented to by the sentencing
state, the sentenced person, and the receiv-
ing state. When the sentenced person has
been sentenced under the laws of a State of
the United States, the consent of the authori-
ties of that State will also be required.

I recommend that the Senate of the Unit-
ed States promptly give its advice and con-
sent to the ratification of this Agreement.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 5, 1997.

Message on the Observance of Cinco
de Mayo, 1997
May 5, 1997

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Cinco de Mayo.

The life of our nation has been continually
renewed and strengthened by the many dif-
ferent people who choose to come here and
become our fellow citizens. Each brings a
part of his or her own heritage, which over
time becomes part of our common heritage.
As we seek to become a more united people,
we must not forget our roots, for they remind
us of who we are and of what we have to
share with others.

This year, as we celebrate the 135th anni-
versary of the Mexican Army’s triumph at the
Battle of Puebla, we realize anew how much
our nation has been enriched by the people
and culture of Mexico and how closely our
futures are intertwined. The U.S.-Mexican
relationship is one of the closest our nation
has today, and it is most appropriate that my
visit to Mexico should begin on Cinco de
Mayo.

On this day devoted to victory, pride, and
independence, let us rededicate ourselves to
strengthening the bonds of friendship and
partnership between Mexico and the United
States. Let us work together to ensure that
the legacy of courage and freedom we com-
memorate on Cinco de Mayo will continue
to inspire us as we look forward to the prom-
ise of the twenty-first century.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes
for a wonderful holiday.

William J. Clinton
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